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With: Greg Orré
Date: April 10 2024

Grade: 3/4
Artistic Discipline: Music

Join Greg Orré as he walks your class through the basics of how to start a song. We will explore
rhythm, melody, lyric writing through similes and so much more!

~

- Pen/Pencil

- Paper/Notebook
« Found Instruments (if your
class did the pre-workshop

exercise)

~

/

4 A

Greg Orré (pronounced “greg — ory”) is a musician, poet,
painter, and the former lead singer of Too Soon Monsoon.
He uses vivid sensory details and imagery to convey
complex emotions and ideas. His solo releases have been
called “soft sermons [that] take unexpected turns” (New
Feeling). In 2020, the prolific Saskatoon artist began
sharing his project, | Am In It, with a solo album and
handmade poetry book. His work explores themes of
memory, nature, and the relationship between humans
and the environment. Greg will share his sophomore solo
album, I Am In It, Vol 2, produced by Josh Palmer, in June
2024.
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- Rows or Pods work. No specific seating
arrangement is necessary
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CREATIVE PRODUCTIVE
CP3.5 Demonstrate basic skills
in use of voice and a variety of
sound objects and instruments
(traditional and/or homemade)
using the environment (e.g.,
natural, constructed, imagined)
as inspiration.

d. Create vocal and instrumental
compositions, and investigate
questions and music concepts
through collaborative inquiry.
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CREATIVE PRODUCTIVE
CP3.6 Create and perform
music (vocal and instrumental)
that demonstrates knowledge
of:

- thythm (interplay of beat,
tempo, and patterns of
duration)

c. Imitate and create repeated and
contrasting rhythmic phrases in
simple metres (e.g., 2/4, 4/4).

CRITICAL RESPONSIVE

CR3.2 Respond to arts expressions
that use the environment (natural,
constructed, imagined) as
inspiration.

e. Respond to arts expressions in
various ways such as verbally,
through movement, music, or
drawing.
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CREATIVE PRODUCTIVE
CP4.5 Demonstrate increased
skills and abilities in the use
of voice and instruments

and develop compositions
using Saskatchewan as
inspiration.

f. Experiment with sounds and
music concepts to express ideas
derived from Saskatchewan
sources such as local stories,
poems, visual art works, photos,
land and geography, observations,
and current or historical events.

CREATIVE PRODUCTIVE
CP4.6 Create and perform
music (voice and instrumental)
that demonstrates knowledge
of:

« pitch, melody, and
pentatonic scale (do, re, mi,
sol, la, do)

g. Investigate shape/contours of

melody by exploring pitches and
rhythms in songs and music, and
arranging pitches and rhythms in
own compositions.

CRITICAL RESPONSIVE

CR4.2 Respond thoughtfully
to a variety of contemporary
Saskatchewan arts expressions.

a. Demonstrate critical and creative
thinking when responding to
dance, drama, music, and visual art
expressions.
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When you say that one thing is like When you act as if something is
another thing. (ie: the sun is like a really something else. (ie: the lamp
big lamp) of the sun was plugged into the

kEarth)

~

A pattern of sound that repeats A whole bunch of musical notes
over and over again. that go one after each other and
sound good together.

Music that has no words in it. Music that is only singing (and no
instruments)
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Duration: Materials:
1.5 Hours « Found Instrument
- Projector
K « Glue, Paint, Markers (Decorative Materials)

@ERCISE 1- Found Instruments \

« Ask each student to bring a small to medium sized object from home that they can use as a found
instrument that can also be decorated/changed.

- Have each student explore what kind of sounds their instrument can make. Ask your students to try
flicking and tapping different sides of their object and see what sound it can make.

- If you have time, have students bring up their object to the front of the classroom and have students
guess what kind of sounds it can make before the student shows off their found instrument.

« Allow students to decorate their found instrument with paint, markers and other objects.

- Have the students echo basic rhythm patterns that you put forward through call-and-response.

EXERCISE 2 - Literary Devices in Song Writing

- Show students an example of a song that uses a simile related to nature:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=89iv4Y2Ulh8

- Have the students choose something in nature.

- Have them list all the things they know about it. Its color, smells, sounds and any related details.

- Have your students choose one descriptor of this thing that they relate to. They can then write a
simile/comparison sentence about how they are like this thing. (ie: | am like a )

« Talk with your students about the symbolism of colors. Bring up a variety of colors on your projector
and ask them what emotions or animals or objects those colors make them think of.

« Ask your students to choose a color that they think best represents them as an image. (ie: | am like
orange because | am bright and fun).

EXERCISE 3 - Benefits of Music
« Choose one of the following videos to watch with your class:
-5 benefits of music:
https://youtu.be/-KpDYqS40OLM?si=Kze7jBrhDPOMIZ8x
-Grades 1-4: Kids share experiences: How does music help you:
https://youtu.be/OyLCp3xLX8w?si=IXvQ]rhVcQvswz2m
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https://youtu.be/-KpDYqS4OLM?si=Kze7jBrhDPOMlZ8x
https://youtu.be/OyLCp3xLX8w?si=lXvQJrhVcQvswz2m

/OO:OO - 00:05:
« Artist Bio Video + Introduction.

00:05 - 00:10:

» Explanation of Greg's approach to writing songs and how he
connects with nature through it

- Demonstration of some of Greg’s visual art

00:10 - 00:15:
- Performance of a song and the inspiration behind it

00:15-00:20
» Singing warmup activities

00:20-00:25

« How to make a song without music (found instruments)
« Practice with Rhythm

00:25-00:30
« Introduce the idea of similes and comparison with nature

00:30-00:40
» Songwriting time using a pre-established form

00:40-00:45
« Artist Q & A
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Duration: Materials:
1.5 Hour « Instruments
« Paint, Crayons, Paper etc

K « Projector /
@ERCISE 1 - Finishing Up Your Song \

- Make sure to give your students ample time to finish their song.
- Help them scribe the song if they need to. Feel free to make small recordings of their melody and
singing on your phone if it helps to keep a record that way.

EXERCISE 2 - A Brand New Song

« If your class has access to instruments, feel free to break out from the song structure you were given in
the broadcast and write a brand new song as a class.

- Lead your class through the basic structure of a song as a Verse & Chorus.

« As a class, choose a topic to write a chorus about (ie: Their favorite food, why they’re such a great class
or their favorite season).

» Once you have written a 4 line chorus, come up with a melody as a class and sing it over some basic
chords.

- Let students write their own short verses for the class chorus using the writing tools they learned in the
broadcast and the pre-writing workshop.

EXERCISE 3 - Cover Art

- Walk your students through the way that different genres of art can cross over to another artistic
discipline. How can a dance become a picture? How can a picture become a movie? How can a movie
become music? How can music become a painting?

« Show your student some famous album covers to get them thinking. (ie: Prince, Purple Rain -
Fleetwood Mac, Rumors - Pink Floyd, The Dark Side of the Moon)

« Ask your students to listen to the song that they made and to choose one symbol (refer back to the
simile exercise) and one color that they think best represents their song.

- Have each student make their version of Cover Art for that song.

« Ask each student to include the title of the song in their cover art.
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May 1-2 - Katherine Lawrence - Page Poetry

To find out more about Greg, check out the following links:
https://thedropspotstudio.com/gregorre

Spotify Link
https://www.instagram.com/greg.orre.shares.joy/?hl=en



https://thedropspotstudio.com/gregorre
https://l.instagram.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fopen.spotify.com%2Fartist%2F4vKizkRRSvTVq4v6qxXw2k%3Fsi%3Du5Kvdx1UQkm5i8GkvPxybA&e=AT1vSmt7x0q96eoyQKYHc58KbbG8ZdKZzn2hXqL0bhcL8tavIwPNH98tNslfetIyYcauZHVa6IIMawCdRG0dMZmecvKBRb-6E5k2Kw
https://www.instagram.com/greg.orre.shares.joy/?hl=en

